
14 AMSOIL ACTION NEWS / SEPTEMBER 2006

Rinker Rolls to 
Three Straight

Defending champ dominates Cincinnati, Minneapolis

With only eight races on the schedule for the 2006 ChampBoat Series, Terry
Rinker knew that he would have to get out to a quick start to have any chance
at defending his 2005 series championship. But not even Rinker predicted his
AMSOIL/Rinker Boats team would achieve as much early success as it did
through the first three race weekends of 2006.

After winning the opening round in Bay City, Mich., Rinker had some down-
time to dial in his Lee Hull designed boat for a two week stretch of races on the
Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. The 45-year-old Rinker first powered his boat
through the obstacle of the Ohio River in early July. Recent rains had caused
large piles of debris to float down the river during the race weekend, including
logs that were at times longer than the boats themselves. The defending
champ, however, was able to navigate his way through the carnage on his way
to his second straight win.

“There were logs in the river that were 20 feet long,” said Rinker. “We were
able to avoid the junk better than the rest of the field. We battled in second place
for much of the race, but when (race leader Shaun) Torrente was sidelined, it
gave us the opportunity to take the lead on the restart, and we never looked
back.”

Two weeks later, the AMSOIL/Rinker Boats team weaved its way through the
Midwest for the 10th Annual Grand Prix of Minneapolis. Rinker once again con-
trolled his fate from start to finish on the Mississippi River in front of 10,000 fans.

Rinker took the fastest qualifying time on Saturday by more than a second
over the next competitor. He then pushed
his yellow #10 AMSOIL boat to a convinc-
ing win in the first of two heat races. After
the field was inverted for the second heat

race, Rinker worked his way from the back of the pack to fifth, ensuring he would
start on the pole for Sunday’s final.

From there, Rinker left no doubt that he was going to pick up his third
straight win to open the season, grabbing the holeshot and leading the 50-lap
final from start to finish.

“Winning here in Minneapolis was important for us,” said Rinker. “We felt we
wanted to make a statement at this event and I think we accomplished that.
History here in Minnesota is so exciting to the sport, and these knowledgeable
fans appreciated everyone’s effort this afternoon, which was great.”

Products the Pros Use 
Don’t forget about the upcoming off-season for boating. With winter loom-
ing, many recreational boaters (especially in the northern climates) will
begin winterizing their boats and motors. AMSOIL Engine Fogging Oil is ideal
for stored boat motors, providing long-term protection against corrosion and
dry starts, extending engine life and reducing maintenance costs. The
aerosol spray formulation offers easy and clean applications, while reach-
ing more components and offering better distribution than straight motor oil.

“Even though I race power boats, I still love to get out on the water,” says
Terry Rinker. “But with a race schedule that takes me away from home for
seven months out of the year, my jet skis and personal boats sit idle for long
stretches. I trust AMSOIL Engine Fogging Oil to protect my motors during
that idle time.”

Terry Rinker is all smiles after picking up
his third straight win in 2006.

Rinker stays on course for a second
straight series championship.

Everyone wants to meet the champ at
an autograph session in Minneapolis.
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Schwenkbeck Picks Up First
Career Win

Victory helps rookie angler’s bid for Bassmaster Classic berth

Darrin Schwenkbeck has been looking for the right combi-
nation of fish and luck all season long. The rookie bass
angler is a full-time member of the Bassmaster Elite Series,
but his schedule also allows him to compete in the
Bassmaster Northern Tour. That loophole in the scheduling
paid off in a big way for the rookie angler.

Schwenkbeck earned the first win of his bass career on
the Mississippi River with a three-day catch of 42 pounds,
12 ounces. He took the lead on day two, moving up from
fourth after the first day of competition. On Saturday, the third
and final day, he held on for the win with a catch of 12
pounds, 7 ounces.

The win elevated Schwenkbeck’s standing in the Northern
Tour points race and much closer to a coveted berth in the
2007 Bassmaster Classic. The top three points finishers at
the conclusion of the Northern Tour qualify for the Classic.
Schwenkbeck has five top 50 finishes at Elite Series events
and sits in fifth place in the Toyota Rookie of the Year
Standings.

Darrin Schwenkbeck picks up his first career win on
the Bassmaster tour.

AMSOIL has helped propel rookie angler Darrin Schwenkbeck
to the top of the Northern Tour standings.

Podiums Aplenty for Super Team
The AMSOIL/Kumho Tires “Super Team” continues to place its imprint on the
Championship Off-Road Racing Series after a month of strong racing. The Super
Team, which consists of Scott Douglas (Pro-4 & Pro-2), Dan Vanden Heuvel (Pro-
2), Mike Oberg (Pro-2) and Dan Vanden Heuvel, Jr. (Pro-Lite), raced in July at the
famed Crandon International Speedway in
Wisconsin and the Chula Vista Speedway in
Southern California.

In Crandon, Douglas set the tone by grab-
bing the first AMSOIL win of the 2006 CORR
season in his Pro-2 truck. He also picked up his
first podium in Pro-4 with a third place finish.

In California, Douglas continued his suc-
cessful season by picking up another third place finish in the Pro-4 class. Rookie
Pro-2 driver Oberg showed up in the California sun with a third and fourth place
finish. At the season’s midpoint, all three drivers are in the top 10 in points in their
respective classes.

Scott Douglas hit the podium in three
of four races in July, including a win
in the Pro-2 class.

Mike Oberg, a rookie in the Pro-2
class this year, picked up his first
podium of the year in California.

SeptPages83426.qxp  8/21/06  11:02 AM  Page 15




